
 

Newsletter 
Year C - Cycle 1 - Eucharistic Prayer: II - Psalter: II 

St. T (St Teresa's), St. A. (St Andrew’s, Dumfries) 
St. L (St Luke's, Moffat), HTL (Holy Trinity, Lockerbie) 

Saturday 6th December – St. Nicholas, Bishop  
                                                   (2nd & 4th Sat. in St Andrew’s) 
9.30 am - St. T - Advent Retreat  
11.450 am - St. T - Retreat Mass -David R. Armstrong, RIP 
5.00 pm - St. L. Vigil Mass – May Kane, RIP  

Sunday 7th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent (A) 
9.30 am - HTL - Mass - Andrew Jardine, RIP, 12th Anni  
11.30 am - St. T.- Mass – Margaret Budyn, RIP, Anni  
6.00 pm - St T.- Mass - Young Adults (S5-30) Talk. Q&A.Food 
Monday 8th December - The Immaculate Conception of BVM 
10.00 am – St. T. –Mass - Deacon Bob Simpson, RIP  
Tuesday 9th December - Feria  
9.30 am – HTL - Reconciliation, Adoration & Bene. 
10.00 am – St. T. –Mass - Bill McLaughlin, RIP Anni  
                                               - Margaret McLaughlin, Wellbeing  
Wednesday 10th December - Our Lady of Loreto  
9.30 am – HTL - Reconciliation, Adoration & Bene. 
10.00 am – HTL– Mass - Fr Paddy Gaffney, CSSp, RIP  
10.00 am – St. A. – Mass 
7. 00 pm - St. T. - Divine Office - Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
Thursday 11th December - St. Damasus I, Pope 
10.00 am – St. T.– Mass - Elizabeth Robertson, RIP. B'd Anni  

Friday 12th December - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
10.00 am – St. A. – Mass  
Saturday 13th December – St. Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

                                                   (2nd & 4th Sat. in St Andrew’s) 
10.00 am - St A- Mass 
5.00 pm - St. L. Vigil Mass – Canon Peter Blake, RIP, Anni  

Sunday 14th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent (A) 
9.30 am - HTL - Mass -  
11.30 am - St. T.- Mass – Susan McLaughlin, RIP. Anni  
                                                  - Pauline Balanowski, RIP. 3rd Anni  

 

 

The Catholic Parishes of  
St Teresa’s, Dumfries,  

Holy Trinity, Lockerbie with St Luke’s, Moffat.  
Served by THE SPIRITANS (Holy Ghost Congregation) 

Parish Clergy  
Fr Uchenna Odenigbo, CSSp 
- Parish Priest/ P. Chaplaincy 
Fr Francis Dometiero, CSSp 
- Asst. Parish Priest 
 

Parish Office:  
St Teresa’s Presbytery,  
Glasgow Street, Dumfries.  
DG2 9DE. 
 

Tel:  01387 252603. 
Emails: 
dumfries.stteresa@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 

lockerbiemoffat@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 

 www.saintteresaschurch.co.uk 
 

 www.holytrinitysaintlukes.co.uk 
 

Our Deacon: 
Rev. Mr. William Hiddleston 
 

Tel: 01387 264424 
 

william.hiddleston@gallowaydiocese.org.uk 
 

(Please only call Deacon Willie during office 
hours unless an emergency) 
 

A parish of the RC Diocese of Galloway.  
Charity Number: SC 010576 
 

Sunday Masses are Live Streamed  
from St Teresa’s Church, Dumfries.  
Please follow the link on our website. 

 

A Family 
Welcoming 

Parish.  

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
St. Teresa’s: £659.61 
Holy Trinity & St. Luke’s: £199.10 
Thank you so much everyone  

for your generosity. 

Baptisms can easily be arranged by 
contacting Father directly 

Weddings normally require six 
months notice, please contact Father 
before booking. 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND. Your Clergy 
are available to offer the sacraments of 
healing (anointing), Reconciliation and 
Holy Communion. If any parishioner re-
quires assistance or needs to talk, please 
call on the Parish number.  

MASS TEXT 
Sunday Year A 

Weekday Cycle II 
Divine Office: Vol. 1.  Week II 

Praise we now the Lord our God,  
in silence we adore you. 

 

OT Read: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

RP: 71 
 

In his days shall justice flourish, 
 and great peace for ever. 

 

NT Read: Romans 15:4-9 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight; all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.        
Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

          PREFACE:  Advent I 
         EUCH. PRAYER: II 

14th December 2025 
3rd Sunday of Advent (A) 

 

OT Read: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
RP:  145 
NT Read: James 5:7-10 
Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 

The sick and housebound would appreciate a copy of the bulletin,  
if you can please pop one through their door. Thank you. 

 Second Sunday of Advent (A) - 7th December 2025 

KEEP IN PRAYER the recently deceased members:  
Joan White, Laurie Howell, John McKay, Tony Ade A. Egede, 
Giovanna Toni, Patrick McGlone, Catherine Sweeney, Cathe-
rine M. McCulloch, Catherine Lavery, RIP. We pray for them. 

You are very welcome in our parish community, a special place where we gather frequently for  
worship, fellowship, ministry, inspiration, and outreach. We all respect the need for silence,  of 

course, we love to welcome children, and we know that they don’t always find that so easy – so relax! 

THE POLITICALLY  
INCORRECT WORD 
 

The first word Jesus spoke in 
His public ministry was 
"Repent!" (Mt 4:17). John the 
Baptist also spoke the word 
"Repent" (Mt 3:2). Do you 
place the same priority on 
repentance as did Jesus and 
John the Baptist? In the last 
thirty days, how often did you 
speak or write the word 
"repent"? Between now and Christmas, which word will 
you use more: "Shopping" or "Repent"? 
 

Repentance is not a popular subject nowadays. Repentance 
presumes sin and wrongdoing, and the secular culture de-
nies these. However, crowds responded eagerly to the calls 
of Jesus and John to repentance (see Lk 3:10; 4:14). The 
Word of God spread widely, and many did repent. Tax 
collectors, prostitutes, and sinners repented (Mt 21:32). 
Lives and lifestyles were changed (see Lk 19:8-10). People 
were healed. Heaven rejoiced (Lk 15:7, 10). 
 

You can begin today to emphasise repentance this Advent. 
Invite your children or neighbours to a Confession Party. 
Go to Confession with them and then celebrate with a 
"fatted calf" by going out to dinner or dessert (Lk 15:23). 
 

If you speak of repentance, some will repent, while others 
will persecute you (Lk 4:28ff). Repent of not speaking of 
repentance. "The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Mk 
4:17). Our Saviour is coming, and His way must be pre-
pared (Lk 3:4). "Be earnest about it, therefore. Re-
pent!" (Rv 3:19).   
- Father, may I go to Confession before I buy another 
Christmas present. 
     - © One Bread, One Body, Our Lady of Presentation Communities      
           and Ministries, USA 
 

On the one hand, salvation is God’s doing, and we cannot 
earn His blessings. We are saved by His grace. On the 
other hand, we must cooperate with God’s grace because 
God cannot force his bounty upon us without invalidating 
our free will. That is why John the Baptist in today’s Gos-
pel summons us to play our essential part by leading lives 
of repentance, conversion, and renewal, thus preparing the 
way for the Lord’s second coming.  



CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION. Bishop Dougan has an-
nounced that the normal practice for the celebration of Confirmation 
will no longer be before the reception of First Holy Communion (P4). 
It will be celebrated at a later age. He has yet to decide what that age 
will be and will enter a process of consultation and discernment over 
the coming months. He will also publish a fuller explanation of his 
decision in the coming weeks.  
—————————————————————————————-—— 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY will take place today in the Baptistery 
Room. Thanks to our volunteers. 
  

TASTE OF CHRISTMAS is today, 7th December, after Sunday 
Mass. Join us in the hall for Mulled Wine, Mince pies and shortbread. 
Adults £3.00, Children £1.50. Visit the Gift Stall for Christmas Cards, 
Recipe Book and Christmas Raffle Draw. 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER is on Friday, 12th December at 7 
pm. Two-course Christmas dinner costs Adults £20.00, Children under 
12 years £10.00. Money paid by the 7th December. This is open to 
everyone in the parish. Sign up on the sheet at the back of the Church. 
 
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: Tickets are available for sale. Please pick 
up raffle books from Irene after Mass at the back of the Church. 
Drawn today, 7th December.  
1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize Christmas Hamper, 3rd Prize £50.  
—————————————————————–——————— 
ST TERESA’S CHURCH RECIPE BOOK - Made with Love and Laughter, is on sale for £5 in 
the church foyer. An interesting collection of recipes representing the diversity of our congregation. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
PARISH ITALIAN NIGHT; Saturday 10th January at 7 pm in the PARISH Hall. An evening of 
good food and company with a Mediterranean touch. Choice of Pasta dish and Dessert. Adults 
£20, Children (under 12) £10. No bar, but feel free to bring your own wine. Please sign up at the 
back of the church, and pay by the 28th December. Thank you. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 
HELP NEEDED for the Wednesday Lunch Hub, which is held on the first Wednesday of the 
Month. We need volunteers: 1. Someone willing to make a two-course lunch. 2. Driver(s) willing 
to pick up and take back home people attending. 3. People to help prepare and serve meals. If you 
can help with any of these, please speak to Deacon Willie.  
—–————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
GROW IN FAITH/ RCIA. The next evening, for all those interested in discussing and growing in their 
knowledge of the faith, and for those adults joining RCIA, will take place on Tuesday, 9th December, 
from 6.15 pm in the Parish Hall. All are welcome. Thanks 
 

PARISH ADVENT RETREAT held on Saturday was incredibly 
fruitful, fraternal, prayerful and affirming, with a good crowd from 
Lockerbie, Moffat, Sanquhar, and Dumfries. Many thanks to all, espe-
cially to Fr Duncan McVicar, from Ardrossan, who led it. We congrat-
ulated him on his 40th Ordination Anniversary. God bless. 
———————————————————–—————-—–———— 
PRISONERS’ FAMILIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL. Thank you for the 
£262.01 raised for the HMP Dumfries Common Good Fund, benefiting 
those in Dumfries prison and their children, especially in this season of gift-
giving (Christmas & New Year).  
 
GALLOWAY DIOCESE NEWS – The Advent edition is out with 
exciting news and images from across the diocese. Please pick up your 
free copy today, at the back of the church. Thanks. 

THE PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE (PFC) will meet on Thursday, 11th December, from 
7.00 pm, in the Baptistery room. Thanks to this important group who keep our Parish ministry 
activities and facilities up and running. God bless. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
THE PARABLES OF JESUS (YOUNG ADULTS (S5-30) EVENING): Join young adults from 
across the Diocese in St Teresa’s, Dumfries, Sunday, 7th December, for their monthly Young 
Adults Evening. We will be joined by Fr Mark Kelly, who will speak on ‘The Parables of Jesus: 
Understanding Christ’s teaching in the Gospels’. We begin with Mass at 6.00 pm, followed by the 
Talk/ social at 6.30 pm. 
————————————————————————————————–———-——————————— 
CHURCH/ HALL CLEANING. Thanks to all who weekly give our Church & hall a deep clean. More 
hands are needed for the cleaning. Please come along on Tuesdays or Thursdays, am. Or you and your 
family/friends can choose the day and time that suits you and do as much as you can. Please contact 
Sandra/ Joan for access and the tasks tracker. Thanks 
 

LECTIO DIVINA/ BIBLE STUDY - every Tuesday, from 10.45 am in St Teresa’s Parish Hall? A 
cuppa is served at the start; finish at 11.45 am. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 
WILLS AND BEQUESTS. Our Parish has benefited greatly in the past from the thoughtfulness 
of parishioners who have remembered us in their Wills. Many funded the church’s painting, the  
Organ, Carpet, etc. God bless them for their kindness. Please do consider a legacy to the Church in 
your Will to ensure St Teresa’s is there for future generations. It’s a tax advantage as a charity. Thanks 
——————————————————————————————————————–———————-— 

2025 ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DATES  
 

Sunday 7th Dec. - 6.30 pm - Carol Service - St Luke’s, Moffat 
Wednesday, 17th Dec. - 6.30 pm - Ecumenical Carol Service at UAPC, Moffat  
Friday 19th Dec. 7.00 pm - Youth Christmas Party - St Teresa's Dumfries  
Sunday 21st Dec – 9.30 am – Holy Trinity - Lockerbie Remembrance / 4th Sunday of Advent  
Monday 22nd Dec. – 6.00 pm - Carols at Lockerbie Town Hall 
 

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES 
Sat. 13th Dec. - 4.00 pm – (Holy Hour & Reconciliation) St Luke’s, Moffat 
Monday 15th Dec. – 7.00 pm -Holy Trinity, Lockerbie  
Thursday 18th Dec. - 7.00 pm – St Teresa’s Dumfries 
 

MASSES OVER CHRISTMAS 
WED. 24TH DECEMBER 
10.00 am Mass - Holy Trinity, Lockerbie, with Adoration/ Bene at 9.30 am 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE - VIGIL: WED.  24TH DECEMBER  
6.00 pm – Mass - St Teresa’s Dumfries (Carols from 5.30 pm) 
9.00 pm – Mass – St Luke’s Moffat 
 

Thursday 25th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DAY 
9.30 am – Mass – Holy Trinity, Lockerbie  
11.30 am – Mass – St Teresa’s Dumfries  
 

Thursday 1ST JANUARY – NEW YEAR'S DAY 
10.00 am – Mass – Holy Trinity, Lockerbie 
12.00 pm – Mass – St Teresa’s Dumfries   
Mass Intentions are most welcome for these Christmas Masses  

———————————————————————————–—————-——— 
FOND OF SPICY FOOD. A pastor kept a jar of pure, hot 
horseradish on his kitchen table. One evening, an unsuspect-

ing dinner guest took a big spoonful of the stuff and was taken 
aback. When he finally regained the ability to speak, he gasped, 
“I’ve heard ministers preach hellfire before, but you’re the first 
one who passed out samples!” 

-Special Collection at Mass on last 
Sunday of the month: 28th December 


